
The Story of the Nativity Scene of Greccio 
The story of the nativity scene has as its protagonist a great Italian 
saint: Saint Francis of Assisi. The year is 1223 and the place is Greccio, a 
small village near Rieti. Saint Francis, probably arriving from Rome where the 
Pope had confirmed the Franciscan rule, stopped in the village, where Giovanni 
Velita, now a friend and follower of the saint, lived. When he saw the caves near 
Greccio, he remembered an image: Bethlehem, which he had seen on his 
journey to the Holy Land 
 

St. Francis of Assisi is one of the most loved and venerated saints by the Catholic 
Church. Close to the poor, brother of the least… 
particular, the caves where Jesus was born. 

Perhaps struck by the scenes of the mosaics depicting the Nativity in the Basilica 
of Santa Maria Maggiore in Rome, Saint Francis felt a strong desire to 
“represent the Child born in Bethlehem, and somehow see with the eyes 
of the body the discomforts in which he found himself due to the lack of the 
things necessary for a newborn, how he was laid in a crepe and how he lay on 
the hay between the ox and the donkey” (Tommaso da Celano, Vita Prima, 
84: Fonti Francescane (FF), no. 468). Fifteen days before Christmas, he 
expressed this desire and asked Messer Giovanni Velita for help in setting up 
the first nativity scene in history. 

The setting and construction were simple: a cave, a manger, an ox and a donkey 
were brought to the site. On 25 December, friars, men and women from the area 
gathered around this scene, carrying flowers and torches. The story of the 
nativity scene therefore began with a living one, consisting of faithful in flesh 
and bones who together celebrated the poverty of God made Man. On 
this praesepium, which means manger, the Eucharist was celebrated by a priest 
present – Saint Francis had chosen to remain a deacon. 

In addition to the idea of the nativity scene, which we still make in homes, and 
churches but also in the workplace, schools and squares, tradition gives us a 
miracle. It is said that baby Jesus really appeared in the manger of the 
Nativity Scene of Greccio, and this moment experienced by the people gathered 
together became a source of great joy. People came home from that place deeply 
moved. Saint Francis was seen that night as he tenderly embraced the Child who 
appeared in the manger.  

This year, as every year, the nativity scene will be a sign of joy that comes from 
the intuition of a great saint. 

Source: https://www.holyart.co.uk/blog/christmas/the-nativity-scene-of-greccio-the-nativity-scene-of-san-francesco/ 
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St. Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church 

Grove Crescent Road, Stratford, London, E15 1NS  

Merry Christmas & A Happy, Healthy and Holy New Year! 
From the Friars, Staff, Parish Councils and OrganizaƟons  

 



ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES 
 
29 NOV @ 6pm - Blessing of the Advent Wreath 
           Lightning of the Candle of Hope 
 

12 DEC @ 6pm - Christmas Carol Service by St Francis School 
 

Reconciliation/Confession 
 

   Saturday 06 December – 10:45 – 11:30am 
                05:00 – 05:45pm 

Saturday 13 December – 10:30 – 11:30am 
                05:00 – 05:45pm 

Saturday 20 December – 10:30 – 11:30am 
                05:00 – 05:45pm 
 

SIMBANG GABI (Filipino) MASS  
Sunday 21 December 2025 – 06:00pm 

 Fraternal Agape Follows at the Parish Hall 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES  
24th of December (WEDNESDAY) 

 

     06:00pm - 1st Christmas Mass          

                          08:00pm - Christmas Carols 
 

                          09:00pm - Christmas Eve Mass 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES 
 

6am-8am – Ukrainian 
 

09:00am / 10:15am / 12:00nn 

St. Stephen’s Day – Altar Servers 
26 December 2025 (Friday) 

Mass 12:15PM 
 

St. John, Apostle, Evangelist, Feast 
27 December 2025 (Saturday) 

Mass 10:00AM 
 

HOLY FAMILY 
27 December 2025 @ 06:00PM (Saturday) 

28 December 2025 (Sunday) 
Mass @ 09:00AM / 10:15AM / 12:00NN 

 

St. Thomas Becket, Bishop, Martyr, Feast 
29th of December 2025 (Monday) 

Mass @ 12:15PM & 06:30 
 

Weekday Masses @ 12:15pm 
Dec. 26th - 30th 

 

MARY MOTHER of GOD 
World Day of Peace 

New Year’s Day 
01 January 2026 (Thursday) 

Mass @ 10:00am and 12:15pm 
4:30pm – Ukrainian Mass 

 
THE EPHIPHANY OF THE LORD 

6th January 2026 – 6am Ukrainian 
Mass 12:15PM and 06:30PM 

 

Prayers Around the Crib at 2pm followed 
By a get-together in the Hall with  

Mince Pies and Mulled Wine 


