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“A fraternal and hearty welcome to the new members of our Parish Community and all visiting sisters and brothers”

1 SUNDAY of ADVENT
30 November 2025
“Stay awake so that you may be ready.”

READ First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5

Responsorial Psalm: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
Second Reading: Roman 13:11-14a

Gospel Reading: Matthew 24:37-44

Isaiah has a vision of the end times in which the nations converge on Sion
in peace. Saint Paul urges the Christians to await the Lord by walking in
the ways of light. Jesus preaches about his glorious return and tells the
people to stay awake.

REFLECT: Advent is a very short season, and it’s probably mentally
shortened even further by the commercial anticipation of Christmas.
Therefore, we often jump straight to the second focus of Advent, namely
the first coming of Christ at the Incarnation. However, the Church calls us
at the beginning of the new liturgical year to look forward to Christ’s
glorious return, and to the end of time. Jesus warned his disciples to “stay
awake” to be prepared for his return, so that they would not be spiritually
asleep like many in Noah’s day. Our hearts are to be prepared to welcome
Christ. This is the purpose of Advent: a preparation for Christ’s coming to
us, so that we truly long for him. This welcoming starts now, and not just
at the end of time, since Christ also comes to us silently in prayer and in
the Eucharist.

RESPOND: Spend time in Eucharistic adoration today.

Pray: Meditate upon the phrase, Come, Lord Jesus or the original Aramaic
Maranatha.

Source: Bible Diary 2025, Claretian Publications Foundation, Inc, QC, Phil.

PASTORAL TEAM
o Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM,
Parish Priest
o Fr. Yusuf Bagh, OFM, Guardian
o Fr. Desire Niyonkuru, OFM

Ms. Kathleen Allen, Parish Secretary
Mr. Derek Hoddy, Pastoral Assistant

MASS TIMES
Sun - 6.00pm (Sat), 9:00 am, 10:15 am,
12:00 pm, 4:30 pm (Ukrainian Mass)
2nd Sunday of the month Youth Mass
10:15am.
Mon - Fri: 12:15 pm,
Wed: 7:00 pm,
Sat 10:00 am

e Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Sat: 10:30 am - 11:30 am

¢ Reconciliation
e Sat: 10:30am-11:30 am,
5:00 pm - 5:45 pm & by Appointment

¢ Novena/Rosary

e Tue: St. Anthony: 12:45 pm
e Wed: Holy Rosary: 6:30 pm
e Sat: Morning Prayer: 9:40 am

MASS INTENTIONS Sunday 30 November 2025 - Saturday 6 December 2025

Sun 30 NOV 9:00 SI - BARBARA SHERIDAN Wed  3DEC12:15 SI- BRIAN DAVIS

Sun 30 NOV 10:15 RIP M) ALEX JAMIVOLA Wed  3DEC 7:00FM BISHOP ALAN

Sun 30 NOV 12:00 SI - NINA TIRNETTA Thu 4 DEC 12:15 POPE LEO

Mon 1 DEC 12:15 SI - EVA VOGRINC Fri 5 DEC 12:15 FMU

Tues 2DEC 12:15 SI - JEANETTE AKERS Sat 6 DEC 10:00 PEOPLE OF THE PARISH

Sat 6 DEC 6:00 RIP ANNIV - THE FRANCISCAN

SISTERS WHO PERISHED IN THE
‘WRECK OF THE DEUSCHLAND.,,

TG - Thanksgiving, SI - Special Intention, BD - Birthday, WA - Wedding Anniversary, ST - Safe Travel, GH - Good Health,

SR - Speedy Recovery, RIP - Death/Death Anniversary

Go green! Access our Digital Newsletter online for a sustainable and
eco-friendly way to stay informed. Scan the QR code below or visit:
https://tinyurl.com/vik8vsc4 or
https://stfrancisassisistratford.com/
newsletters
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https://tinyurl.com/4weu2mh6 or
https://whatsapp.com/channel/
0029VbA3Xba6xCSIP3]Jia0l

=

Stay up-to-date with the latest parish events and announcements - join
our new WhatsApp Channel! Scan the QR code below or visit:

Support our parish and its mission. Donate Now by scanning the QR
code below or visiting the Diocese link (please remember to select our
Stratford parish):
https://tinyurl.com/36m53d54 or
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/
donations




Our Night shelter season is nearly upon us
again. This year we will be hosting from 31 Dec, every
Wed night through to 3 March. Marian will issue
more information and details for how to volunteer
shortly. Meanwhile, another way to support NewWay
is to support their fundraising initiatives below. Last
year they raised £11K. Join them this year in one of
two ways:Secure a Sleep Spot: We ask all participants
who are sleeping out with us to commit to raise
between £150 and £250. You can do this as an
individual or on behalf of your business, organisation
or group. There is a £20 registration fee to secure your
sleep spot. (If you secure a sleep spot, you are
automatically able to join in with the quiz, you do not
need to book a quiz spot). Secure a Quiz Spot: Want
to take part in our evening quiz but leave before we
bed down for the night? Secure a quiz spot! If you are
part of a quiz team, each individual will need to book
a quiz spot if you're coming on your own, no fear, we
will link you with a team. There is a £10 registration
fee to secure your quiz spot. The quiz will take place
from 8:30pm-9:15pm on Friday evening.

All the money raised goes towards supporting those
who are experiencing homelessness at the NEWway
Project. The Big Newham Sleep Out 2025 is not
designed to replicate someone’s experience

of sleeping on the streets but is to raise awareness
about, and funds for, our work. There will be activities
throughout the evening including dinner, a quiz,
games and testimonies from those who have
experienced the real thing. Breakfast on Saturday
morning will be provided for all who sleep over. You
can book your space

here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-big-
newham-sleep-out-2025-tickets-
17535245220497aff=oddtdtcreator. Once your space
is booked you can start fundraising on JustGiving by
setting up your own fundraising page by selecting
'Start Fundraising' under 'Be a fundraiser. Create your
own fundraising page and help support this cause.'
You can start fundraising

here: justgiving.com/campaign/thebignewhamsleepd
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CONFIRMATION 2026
Confirmation Candidates Application Forms
for 2026 will be available at the back of the

Church, and from the Parish Office,
from 7th December 2025. Please return the
completed forms by Friday 9th January 2026.

Thank you.
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Night Shelter — We again have the pleasure of
hosting the NewWay Night Shelter on Wednesday
nights from 31t December to 4™ March (10

weeks). Volunteer forms are available at the back of
the church. Some of our regular volunteers have
moved on and are not able to help this year so we
have need new people. You can volunteer for any of
the shifts but in particular we need volunteers who
can sleepover on one or more nights or manage a bag
of washing, usually two domestic machine loads. (You
don’t have to volunteer to do every week). Itis avery
good way to engage with parish activities and to get to
know people.

/ THE WRECK OF THE DEUTSCHLAND

150 year Anniversary,
Saturday 6th December 2025 at 7:15pm.
A Memorial Service for the five Franciscan Sisters who
Perished in the Wreck will take place on the above
date. Food & drinks afterwards in the Hall.
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The Franciscan Friars of the
Renewal are holding a Mission Week during
the First Week of Advent at St Stephen's church in
Manor park. Masses on First Sunday of Advent at
9 am & 11 am on 30th November. Monday

1%t December at

7pm: Exposition/Benediction/Talk: Fr. Bernard
The Eucharist and God’s Love for Us. Tuesday

2" December at 7 pm: Exposition/Talk: Fr
Francesco on God's Mercy, followed by
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Wednesday

3" December at 7 pm: Exposition/Talk: Fr
Charles on God's Healing, followed by Eucharistic
Healing Session & Benediction. Thursday

4th December at 7 pm: Mass and during Mass a
Procession and Consecration to Our Lady.

THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
is on 8th December 2025 — there will be a
Mass at 7pm in the evening, as well as the
usual 12:15pm.




