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“A fraternal and hearty welcome to the new members of our Parish Community and all visiting sisters and brothers”

7t Sunday of Easter
World Communications Day

1 June 2025
READ First Reading: Acts 7:55-60
Responsorial Psalm: The Lord is king, most high above all the earth.
Second Reading: Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20
Gospel Reading: John 17:20-26
Luke in Acts and the Gospel describes the Ascension of the Lord as part of God’s
plan, so that the Holy Spirit might come to strengthen the disciples in their witness
to Christ. The Letter to the Hebrews talks of the sacrifice which Christ has made
in hos own blood., which is our salvation. We are to remain steadfast in our hope
of heaven.
REFLECT: “O strong Ram, which hast batter’d heaven for me!/ Mild lamb, which
with Thy Blood hast mark’d the path/ Bright Torch, which shiniest, that I the way
may see!” Thus the mystical poet Jonne Donne wrote of Christ’s Ascension. Christ,
victorious over sin and death, return to the glory that was his for all eternity, sitting
at God’s right hand. But his ascension is not some kind of rupture with humanity.
Rather, it’s a continuation that paves the way for our journey to heaven. And so,
Christ doesn’t leave us behind. Instead, he takes human nature into heaven, and
there he awaits us. He does not leave us behind, but he dwells within un, closer to
us than ever before.
RESPOND: Join a prayer group or spend more time in prayer in preparation for
Pentecost.

Pray: Meditate upon Christ in glory and Christ as a “Bright Torch” to guide us to
heaven.

Source: Bible Diary 2025, Claretian Publications Foundation, Inc, QC, Phil.

PASTORAL TEAM

¢ Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM,
Parish Priest

e Fr. Yusuf Bagh, OFM, Guardian
e Fr. Desire Niyonkuru, OFM
e Fr. Mariusz Linik, OFM

e Ms. Kathleen Allen, Parish Secretary
e Mr. Derek Hoddy, Pastoral Assistant

MASS TIMES
e Sun - 6.00pm (Sat), 9:00 am, 10:15 am,
12:00 pm, 4:30 pm (Ukrainian Mass)
e Mon - Fri: 12:15 pm,
Wed: 7:00 pm,
Sat 10:00 am
¢ Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
e Wed: 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm,
Sat: 10:30 am - 11:30 am
¢ Reconciliation
e Sat: 10:30 am - 11:30 am,
5:00 pm - 5:45 pm & by Appointment
¢ Novena/Rosary
e Tue: St. Anthony: 12:45 pm
e Wed: Holy Rosary: 6:30 pm
e Sat: Morning Prayer: 9:40 am

MASS INTENTIONS for 1st June - 7th June 2025

Sun 1STJUNE 9:00 ROBBIE & JANE ‘Wed 4TH JUNE 12:15 RIP (F) RITA BRENNAN

Sun 1STJUNE 1015 SI - MEL;ANI & MARIE-LOURDES ‘Wed 4TH JUNE 7:00 SI - POPE LEO X1V
MOMOAH

Sun 1ST JUNE 12:00 SI - THE DWYER FAMILY AND Thu 5THJUNE 12:15 RIP (F) RITA BRENNAN
RIP (M) JOSE ESONO Fri 6TH JUNE 12:15 BD EILEEN GLESSON &

RIP JOSEPH MOMOAH
Mon  2ND JUNE 12:15 RIP (M) FERNANDO MENEZES Sat 7TH JUNE 10:00 PEOPLE OF THE PARISH
Tue 3RD JUNE 12:15 SI - SIMMERLING FAMILY (France) Sat 7TH JUNE 6:00 RIP (F) - HETTY O’BRIEN

TG - Thanksgiving, SI - Special Intention, BD - Birthday, WA - Wedding Anniversary, ST - Safe Travel, GH - Good Health,

SR - Speedy Recovery, RIP - Death/Death Anniversary

Go green! Access our Digital Newsletter
online for a sustainable and eco-friendly
way to stay informed. Scan the QR code
below or visit:
https://tinyurl.com/vfk8vsc4 or
https://stirancisassisistratford.com/
newsletters

Stay up-to-date with the latest parish
events and announcements - join our new
WhatsApp Channel! Scan the QR code
below or visit:
https://tinyurl.com/4weu2mh6 or
https://whatsapp.com/channel/

0029VbA3XbabxCSIP3]J1a01
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Support our parish and its mission.
Donate Now by scanning the QR code
below or visiting the Diocese link (please
remember to select our Stratford parish):
https://tinyurl.com/36m53d54 or
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/
donations
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International Pentecost “Pop
Up? Food Feast/BBQ:

Sunday, 8th June 2025, after 12 pm Mass,
Large Hall. Celebrate Pentecost with an
International “Pop Up” Food Feast/BBQ. If
possible, bring an A4 size flag representing
your country, and to register if you are
participating, please contact the Parish Office
or any member of the Parish Council. Also,
please let us know if you wish to join in the
Prayers of the Faithful. EVERYONE WELCOME.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION
For anyone considering Marriage, please be
advised of the following: The Parish/Diocese
require that:
1. You MUST be registered with the Parish.
Registration Forms are available at the back
of the Church and from the Parish Office.
2. You MUST attend Mass regularly at St
Francis.
3. You MUST have lived in the Parish for at
least ONE YEAR.
Any queries, please contact us at the Parish
Office or via Email.

Joint Healthcare Awareness
Day: Friday, 20th June 2025, 11:00 am -
3:00 pm, Large Hall. Spotlight Health will be
delivering a talk on prostate cancer and
Newham Council will be offering health
checks on the day including blood pressure
and BMI checks. There will also be stalls
covering Bowel Cancer; Well Newham;
Nutrition Kitchen; Weight Loss; Quit Smoking;
Ovarian Cancer; Oral Health; and possibly
Newham Money Advice. In addition, we've
invited the Thomas McCurtains handball team
to do a demo of the traditional Irish sport and
we’ve asked Newham to run a short exercise
activity to energise the day. Refreshments will
be provided during the day by The St Francis
Bubbly Club.

Parish Seaside Trip to
Aldeburgh (Suffolk) Sat 19 July.
Our annual seaside jaunt has come around
again. This year we are going to the charming
seaside town of Aldeburgh in Suffolk. The
coach will leave at 9.30 and leave Aldeburgh
about 5pm, so plenty of time to see the town
and enjoy the beach.

This is a Parish sponsored event that our
lovely priests continue to support for us. The
coach costs over £1000. So, realistically seats
would be £20 per person, but we will accept
£10 per adult and £5 per child. If you can pay
the full cost or close, that would be great, but
don't miss out.

To book seats call Sarah on 07778 868827

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE
CLOTHING AT THE BACK OF THE
CHURCH. We will advise the Parish when
we require items of clothing, shoes, toys etc
etc. At the present time, we are NOT
collecting clothes. Thank you.

THE REPOSITORY WILL BE NOT BE
OPEN UNTIL SUNDAY 15TH JUNE 2025 - IT
WILL BE OPEN AFTER ALL MASSES ON THAT
DAY. Again. Apologies from Kathleen for any
inconvenience. Thank you.

AYLESFORD - THE COACH IS NOW
FULL - THERE ARE NO NMORE
PLACES AVAILABLE.




