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St. Francis of Assisi Roman Catholic Church &
Official Bulletin published by the Parish Office, 160 The Grove, Stratford, London, E15 INS PILGRY

Tel No: 02085341964 | Email: stratford@friar.org | Website: www.stfrancisassisistratford.com | Office Hours: Mon-Fri 09:30-15:00
“A fraternal and hearty welcome to the new members of our Parish Community and all visiting sisters and brothers”

6" SUNDAY OF EASTER
25 May 2025

-READ First Reading: Acts 5:1-2, 22-29
Responsorial Psalm: Let the people praise you, O God, Let all the people praise
you.
Second Reading: Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23
Gospel Reading: John 14:23-29
The early Church is disturbed by factions preaching different messages, and
the Apostles give instruction with the help of the Holy Spirit. St. John has a
vision of the glory of heaven and Christ says that God will dwell in his
disciples if they keep his word.
REFLECT: Saint John has a vision of the heavenly Jerusalem, a city that
shines like a crystal-clear...precious jewel.” In his vision the people are with
God in glory, with the light of Christ, the Lamb, shining at the center.
Similarly, Saint Teresa of Avila describes the soul as a castle made of
diamond or very clear crystal. The castle has many rooms and Christ light
fills the center. She uses this image to describe how we are changed by
getting closer to Jesus. We become more loving, as we approach the One
who 1s all love. John’s vision and Teresa’s image represent complementary
aspect of our spiritual hife, as God dwells in us, and we in him, both now
and 1n the life to come. This 1s why Saint Thomas taught that the light of
faith 1s the beginning of heaven.
RESPOND: Work for the unity in your local church if there is division.
Pray: Meditate on Christ dwelling in you. Seek to dwell with him i his light
and love.

Source: Bible Diary 2025, Claretian Publications Foundation, Inc, QC, Phil.

PASTORAL TEAM

¢ Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM,
Parish Priest

e Fr. Yusuf Bagh, OFM, Guardian
e Fr. Desire Niyonkuru, OFM
e Fr. Mariusz Linik, OFM

e Ms. Kathleen Allen, Parish Secretary
e Mr. Derek Hoddy, Pastoral Assistant

MASS TIMES
e Sun - 6.00pm (Sat), 9:00 am, 10:15 am,
12:00 pm, 4:30 pm (Ukrainian Mass)
e Mon - Fri: 12:15 pm,
Wed: 7:00 pm,
Sat 10:00 am
¢ Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
e Wed: 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm,
Sat: 10:30 am - 11:30 am
¢ Reconciliation
e Sat: 10:30 am - 11:30 am,
5:00 pm - 5:45 pm & by Appointment
¢ Novena/Rosary
e Tue: St. Anthony: 12:45 pm
e Wed: Holy Rosary: 6:30 pm
e Sat: Morning Prayer: 9:40 am

MASS INTENTIONS for 25th - 81st May 2025

Sun 25th MAY 9:00 SI John Ormond ‘Wed 28th MAY 12:15 TG - St Jude & St Anthony
Sun 25h MAY 10:15 SI PRIVATE Wed 28th MAY 7:00pm  BD - Belle Pereira
Sun 2tth MAY 12 noon RIP (M) Jim Stubbs and Thu 29th MAY 12:15 R.ILP. (F) Prudence Roderick (Anniv) and
BD & SI- Regine Cacou SI Giovanni
Fri 30th MAY 12:15 RIP - Jim Stubbs
Mon  26th MAY 12:15 RIP Nalvtijs Nagaitcene Sat 31st MAY 10:00 PEOPLE OF THE PARISH
Tue 27th MAY 12:15 BD Angela Geraghty (RIP) Sat 3lst MAY 6:00pm  RIP (M) Peter McGurk

TG - Thanksgiving, SI - Special Intention, BD - Birthday, WA - Wedding Anniversary, ST - Safe Travel, GH - Good Health, SR - Speedy Recovery, RIP -

Death/Death Anniversary

Go green! Access our Digital Newsletter
online for a sustainable and eco-friendly
way to stay informed. Scan the QR code
below or visit:

https://tinyurl.com/vfk8vsc4 or
https://stirancisassisistratford.com/
newsletters

Stay up-to-date with the latest parish
events and announcements - join our new
WhatsApp Channel! Scan the QR code
below or visit:

https://tinyurl.com/4weu2mh6 or
https://whatsapp.com/channel/

0029VbA3XbabxCSIP3]J1a01

Support our parish and its mission.
Donate Now by scanning the QR code
below or visiting the Diocese link (please
remember to select our Stratford parish):

https://tinyurl.com/36m53d54 or
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/
donations
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NO PHOTOGRAPHY DURING
THE SACRAMENT OF THE
IVIASS. Please refrain from taking
photographs during the Mass - this includes
the Holy Communion Candidates
parents/guardians & guests. You may take
photographs AFTER the Mass. Thank you for
your co-operation.

The Repository will be open
again after all Sunday Masses
on 8th June 2025 NOT 25th May

2025. Apologies for any
inconvenience.

LATE MAY BANK HOLIDAY.
Monday 26th May 2025 is a Bank Holiday
the Parish Office will be closed.

Late Spring Gala: Saturday, 31st May
2025, 7:30 pm onwards, Large Hall, £15 per adult,
£5 per child (11 and under), Tickets on sale after
Mass. The Bubbly Club & The Knights of St
Columba invite you to a Late Spring Gala. Enjoy a
DJ, food, soft drinks, and dessert. Please bring
your own alcoholic beverages. Kindly inform the
photographer if you do not wish to have your
photograph taken for the Church Website.

Joint Healthcare Awareness
Day: Friday, 20th June 2025, 11:00 am -
3:00 pm, Large Hall. Spotlight Health will be
delivering a talk on prostate cancer and
Newham Council will be offering health
checks on the day including blood pressure
and BMI checks. There will also be stalls
covering Bowel Cancer; Well Newham;
Nutrition Kitchen; Weight Loss; Quit Smoking;
Ovarian Cancer; Oral Health; and possibly
Newham Money Advice. In addition, we've
invited the Thomas McCurtains handball team
to do a demo of the traditional Irish sport and
we’ve asked Newham to run a short exercise
activity to energise the day. Refreshments will
be provided during the day by The St Francis
Bubbly Club.

International Pentecost “Pop
Up?’ Food Feast/BBQ: Sunday, 8th
June 2025, after 12 pm Mass, Large Hall,
Contact Parish Office, or Parish Council
Celebrate Pentecost with an International
“Pop Up” Food Feast. If you would like to host
a table and share food, please contact the
Parish Office or any member of the Parish
Council.

The Pilgrimage to Aylesford in
now full. No more seats
available.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION &
CONFIRMATION CARDS:

ARE AVAILABLE AT THE PARISH OFFICE as well as
the Repository. The following are also available
from the Parish Office:

NEW SUNDAY MISSALS:
Unfortunately, due to inflation, the
The New Sunday Missals
are now £22:00 ea.

LARGE CANDLES &
SMALL CANDLES:

Again, due to inflation, the
Large Candles are now £3.50 each and the
Small Candles are now £2.00 each,




