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“A fraternal and hearty welcome to the new members of our Parish Community andall visiting sisters and brothers”

5! SUNDAYOF EASTER- 18 May2025
READ First Reading: Acts 14:21b-27
Responsorial Psalm: J will bless your name for ever, my God and king
Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-5a
Gospel Reading: John 13:31-33a, 34-35

While Acts describes the trails undergone for the spread of the Kingdom, John
foretells the fulfilment of the renewal ofall things in Christ, when pain and suffering
are things of the past. In the Gospel, Christ gives his disciples the new
commandment oflove, which imitates his own self-sacrificing love.

REFLECT: Christ gives us a new commandment. We,as his disciples, are to
imitate him in his love, love that gives of itself for other. This love also becomes
the means of communicating that we belong to Christ: “By this everyone will know
that they are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” Saint Joseph
Freinademetz, a Divine Word Missionary who worked tirelessly in China,said that
“the only language by people everywhere is the language of love.” Love must be
the starting point of every missionary endeavour since it is understood and
appreciated by people everywhere. And since Godis love, it is a communication
ofthe divine, even inthe simplest of gesture.
RESPOND: Be a source of encouragement for others in our parish church, like
the early disciples.

Pray: Reflect upon your commitment to working for God's Kingdom. Think ofthe
challenges that you face in mission, pray for a loving heart, meditate with hope on
God’s triumph over suffering.

Source: Bible Diary 2025, Claretian Publications Foundation, Inc, QC, Phil.

PASTORAL TEAM
e Fr, ReuJose C. Galoy, OFM,
Parish Priest

e Fr. Yusuf Bagh, OFM, Guardian
e Fr. Desire Niyonkuru, OFM
e Fr. Mariusz Linik, OFM

e Ms. Kathleen Allen, Parish Secretary
e Mr. Derek Hoddy, Pastoral Assistant

MASS TIMES
e Sun - 6.00pm (Sat), 9:00 am, 10:15 am,
12:00 pm,4:30 pm (Ukrainian Mass)

e Mon- Fri: 12:15 pm,
Wed: 7:00 pm,
Sat 10:00 am

e Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
e Wed: 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm,

Sat: 10:30 am - 11:30 am
e Reconciliation
® Sat: 10:30 am - 11:30 am,
5:00 pm - 5:45 pm & by Appointment

e Novena/Rosary
© Tue: St. Anthony: 12:45 pm
e Wed:Holy Rosary: 6:30 pm
e Sat: Moming Prayer: 9:40 am

MASS INTENTIONS for 18th - 24th May 2025

Sun 18th MAY 9:00 R.LP. (F) Hetty O’Brien Wed=Ast MAY 12:15 RIP (M Joe Kinane
Sun 18th MAY 10:15 GH Jean Williams Wed=2stMAY 7:00pm IS Brian McCarthy
Sun 18th MAY 12 noon GH Tom Walsh Thu 22nd MAY12:15 WAJheryl & Rachel Cabey

Fri 23rd MAY12:15 IS Patricia Hurley and
RIP. Johny & Daprose Casinas (Anniv)

Mon=:19th MAY 12:15 R.LP. (F) Monica Kearney Sat 24th MAY 10:00 PEOPLE OF THE PARISH
Tue 20th MAY 12:15 GHCatherine Sheehy Sat 24th MAY 6:00pm RIP (M) Anthony McElduff

TG - Thanksgiving, SI - Special Intention, BD - Birthday, WA - Wedding Anniversary, ST - Safe Travel, GH - Good Health, SR - Speedy Recovery, RIP -

Death/Death Anniversary

Go green! Access our Digital Newsletter
online for a sustainable and eco-friendly
way to stay informed. Scan the QR code
beloworvisit:

https://tinyurl.com/vfk8vsc4 or
https://stfrancisassisistratford.com/

newsletters .

Stay up-to-date with the latest parish
events and announcements - join our new
WhatsApp Channel! Scan the QR code
below orvisit:

https://tinyurl.com/4weu2mh6 or
https://whatsapp.com/channel/
0029VbA38Xba6xCSIP3]fiadli

Support our pansh and its mission.
Donate Now by scanning the QR code
below orvisiting the Diocese link (please
rememberto select our Stratford parish):

https://tinyurl.com/36m53d54 or
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/

donations



NO PHOTOGRAPHY DURING
THE SACRAMENT OF THE
WASS. Please refrain from taking
photographs during the Mass — this includes
the Holy Communion Candidates
parents/guardians & guests. You may take
photographs AFTER the Mass. Thank you for
your co-operation.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION &
CONFIRMATION CARDS:

ARE AVAILABLE AT THE PARISH OFFICEas well as
the Repository.

NEW SUNDAY MISSALS:
Unfortunately, due to inflation, the

The New SundayMissals
are now £22:00 ea.

LARGE CANDLES &
SMALL CANDLES:

Again, dueto inflation, the
Large Candles are now £3.50 each and the

Small Candles are now £2.00 each,
The Repository will be open
again after all Sunday Masses

on 25th May 2025.
Cash only please.

Joint Healthcare Awareness
Day: Friday, 20th June 2025, 11:00 am - 3:00
pm, Large Hall. Spotlight Health will be
delivering a talk on prostate cancer and Newham
Council will be offering health checks on the day
including blood pressure and BMI checks. There
will also be stalls covering Bowel Cancer; Well
Newham;Nutrition Kitchen; Weight Loss; Quit
Smoking; Ovarian Cancer; Oral Health; and
possibly Newham Money Advice. In addition,
we’ve invited the Thomas McCurtains handball
team to do a demoofthe traditional Irish sport
and we’ve asked Newhamto run a short exercise
activity to energise the day. Refreshmentswill be
provided during the day by The St Francis Bubbly
Club.

00 OSE PALE LILOL DEEP LE TE ADE ME SO: BABE DO

Late Spring Gala: Saturday, 31st May
2025, 7:30 pm onwards, Large Hall, £15 per adult,
£5 per child (11 and under), Tickets on sale after
Mass. The Bubbly Club & The Knights of St
Columba invite you to a Late Spring Gala. Enjoy a
DJ, food, soft drinks, and dessert. Please bring
your own alcoholic beverages. Kindly inform the
photographer if you do not wish to have your
photograph taken for the Church Website.

Pilgrimage to Aylesford: Sunday,
29th June 2025, Coach to Aylesford Priory,
£15 per person, £5 per child (aged 2-12), Call

Sarah at 07778868827 to book
Seven of our Knights are being inaugurated at
Aylesford on 29" June. Weare hiring a coach for
all those who wish to attend the event. The
Aylesford Priory is run by the Carmelite Friars,
founded in 1242.It has lovely gardens, particularly
the Rose Garden which should be in bloom.It also
has an excellent tearoom with homemade cakes
and sandwiches. Coachwill leave St Francis at 9 am
and leave Aylesford at 4.30 pm. Very few tickets
left.

International Parish Pentecost
“Pop Up” Food Feast/BBQ
Sunday, 8th June 2025, after 12 pm Mass,
Large Hall and if the weather is good, wewill
have it outside! Contact Parish Office, or
Parish Council Celebrate Pentecost with an
International “Pop Up” Food Feast. If you
would like to host a table and share food,
please contact the Parish Office or any
memberof the Parish Council.

The Brentwood Catholic
Children’s Society invite you to
join them at their Summer
Luncheon!
Join us for an elegant afternoon on Friday, 13th
June, at The Lawn —astunning GradeII listed
Georgian manor house in Rochford. Enjoy
exclusive use of the venue as we serve a
delicious two-course luncheonin the Orangery,
overlooking beautifully landscaped gardens.

Date: Friday, 13th June
Venue: The Lawn, Rochford
Time: 12.30 to 3.30pm
Seating: Tables of 10
Price: £37.50 per person
Tickets are available now! Reserve yourplace by
visiting our website: www.bccs.org.uk/get-
involved/events


