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THE PILGRIM

St. Francis of Assisi Roman Catholic Church &
Official Bulletin published by the Parish Office, 160 The Grove, Stratford, London, E15 INS PILEW

Tel No: 02085341964 | Email: stratford@friar.org | Website: www.stfrancisassisistratford.com | Office Hours: Mon-Fri 09:30-15:00
“A fraternal and hearty welcome to the new members of our Parish Community and all visiting sisters and brothers”

3" SUNDAY OF EASTER, 4" May 2025
READ:
First Reading: Acts 5:27b-32, 40b-41
Responsorial Psalm: T will extol you, Lord, for you have raised me up.
Second Reading: Revelation 5:11-14
Gospel Reading: John 21:1-19
The Apostles stand before the Sanhedrin and are ordered not to preach in the
name of Jesus, but they refuse out of obedience to God. In the Gospel, Jesus
appears to the Apostles, and Peter’s love and mission are renewed.
REFLECT:
The little details in the Gospel can mean a great deal. Jesus sits by a charcoal fire
and asks Simon Peter to profess his love. There is only one other charcoal fire
mentioned 1n John’s Gospel, and it is the brazier outside the High Priest’s
courtyard, where Peter denied Jesus three times. The passage is linked as a minor
image. Now, by this fire on the lakeside, Peter is asked to declare his love three
times, with the smell of the charcoal to remind him of his denial. The third
repetition of the question saddens Peter, as it is both draws forth his sense of shame,
but also his understanding that Jesus has healed him of his guilt and sin. Christ not
only takes away our sins, but he also heals our sense of guilt, if we keep following
him n love.
RESPOND:
Christ commissioned Peter look after His sheep. Look for an opportunity to care
for others.
Prayer: Meditate upon Christ’s words: replace “Simon, son of John” with your own
name and respond to Jesus.

Source: Bible Diary 2025, Claretian Publications Foundation, Inc, QC, Phil.

PASTORAL TEAM
o Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM, Parish Priest
o Fr. Yusuf Bagh, OFM, Guardian
o Fr. Desire Niyonkuru, OFM
o Fr. Mariusz Linik, OFM

e Ms. Kathleen Allen, Parish Secretary
e Mr. Derek Hoddy, Pastoral Assistant

MASS TIMES
e Sun - 6.00pm (Sat), 9:00 am, 10:15 am,
12:00 pm, 4:30 pm (Ukrainian Mass)
e Mon - Fri: 12:15 pm,
Wed: 7:00 pm,
Sat 10:00 am
¢ Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
e Wed: 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm,
Sat: 10:30 am - 11:30 am
¢ Reconciliation
e Sat: 10:30 am - 11:30 am,
5:00 pm - 5:45 pm & by Appointment
¢ Novena/Rosary
e Tue: St. Anthony: 12:45 pm
e Wed: Holy Rosary: 6:30 pm
e Sat: Morning Prayer: 9:40 am

MASS INTENTIONS for 4" MAY 2025 TO 10* MAY 2025

Sun 04* May 09:00 am + Elizabeth Wed 07" May 12:15 pm SI Belinda

Sun 04* May 10:15 am + Pope Francis Wed 07* May 07:00 pm Justin Egan

Sun 04* May 12:00 pm + Elizabeth Thu 08" May 12:15 pm SI Belinda & WA Vincent & Evonne Cabey
Fri 09* May 12:15 pm + Funeral Mass Hettie O’Brien, R.I.P.

Mon  05*May 12:15 pm SI Emelia Sat 10* May 10:00 am PEOPLE OF THE PARISH

Tue 06" May 12:15 pm +Luciano & + Sean Sat 10* May 06:00 pm + (F) Yadriga

TG - Thanksgiving, SI - Special Intention, BD - Birthday, WA - Wedding Anniversary, ST - Safe Travel, GH - Good Health, SR - Speedy Recovery, RIP -

Death/Death Anniversary

Go green! Access our Digital Newsletter
online for a sustainable and eco-friendly
way to stay informed. Scan the QR code
below or visit:

https://tinyurl.com/vfk8vsc4 or
https://stirancisassisistratford.com/
newsletters

Stay up-to-date with the latest parish
events and announcements - join our new
WhatsApp Channel! Scan the QR code
below or visit:

https://tinyurl.com/4weu2mh6 or

https://whatsapp.com/channel/

0029VbA3XbabxCSIP3]J1a01

o

Support our parish and its mission.
Donate Now by scanning the QR code
below or visiting the Diocese link (please
remember to select our Stratford parish):

https://tinyurl.com/36m53d54 or
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/
donations
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PARISH NOTICES

Parish Office Bank Holiday Closure
Monday, 5th May 2025, Parish Oftice, Closed
Please note that the Parish Office will be closed on Monday, 5th May 2025, due to the Bank Holiday.

Funeral Mass for Hetty O’Brien, R.I.P
The Funeral Mass for the late Hetty O’Brien, R.I.P, will be held on Friday, 9th May 2025, at 12:15 pm
at St. Francis Church.

Remembering Marie Dwyer, RI.P: We are saddened to announce the recent passing of Marie
Dwyer, a long-time parishioner of St Francis Church. Her funeral will take place in Ireland. May she
rest 1n peace.

Learn to Pray Course with Andre Regnier: Wednesday 7th & Thursday 8th May 2025,
7:00 pm - 9:30 pm, St Antony's Forest Gate, Scan QR Code to Book

Join international speaker and founder of Catholic Christian Outreach, Andre Regnier,
for his Learn to Pray Course. This 1s a wonderful opportunity to deepen your prayer life SCAN ME
and relationship with God. Scan the QR code for more imformation and to book your

place.

Late Spring Gala: Saturday, 31st May 2025, 7:30 pm onwards, Large Hall, £15 per adult, £5 per child
(11 and under), Tickets on sale after Mass

The Bubbly Club & The Knights of St Columba invite you to a Late Spring Gala. Enjoy a D], food, soft
drinks, and dessert. Please bring your own alcoholic beverages. Kindly inform the photographer if you
do not wish to have your photograph taken for the Church Website.

International Pentecost “Pop Up” Food Feast: Sunday, 8th June 2025, after 12 pm Mass, Large Hall,
Contact Parish Ofhice, or Parish Council

Celebrate Pentecost with an International “Pop Up” Food Feast. If you would like to host a table and
share food, please contact the Parish Office or any member of the Parish Council.

Joint Healthcare Awareness Day: Friday, 20th June 2025, 11:00 am - 3:00 pm, Large Hall

Spotlight Health will be delivering a talk on prostate cancer and Newham Council will be offering health
checks on the day including blood pressure and BMI checks. There will also be stalls covering Bowel
Cancer; Well Newham; Nutrition Kitchen; Weight Loss; Quit Smoking; Ovarian Cancer; Oral Health;
and possibly Newham Money Advice. In addition, we’ve mvited the Thomas McCurtains handball team
to do a demo of the traditional Irish sport and we’ve asked Newham to run a short exercise activity to
energise the day. Refreshments will be provided during the day by The St Francis Bubbly Club.

Pilgrimage to Aylesford: Sunday, 29th June 2025, Coach to Aylesford Priory, £15 per person, £5 per
child (aged 2-12), Call Sarah at 07778868827 to book

Seven of our Knights are being inaugurated at Aylesford on 29" June. We are hiring a coach for all
those who wish to attend the event. The Aylesford Priory 1s run by the Carmelite Friars, founded mn
1242. It has lovely gardens, particularly the Rose Garden which should be in bloom. It also has an
excellent tearoom with homemade cakes and sandwiches. Coach will leave St Francis at 9 am and leave
Aylesford at 4.30 pm.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION/CONFIRMATION CARDS

Cards are available at the Parish Office and will be available next Sunday, after all Sunday Masses.




