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The Pilgrim

Parish Newsletter of St. Francis of Assisi

Roman Catholie Church
Grove Crescent Road, Stratford, London, E15 1BJ

A PARISH-COMMUNITY of PEACE MAKERS

A Fraternal and Hearty Welcome to the New Members of our Parish-Community
as well as to all our visiting sisters and brothers. We are Family!

PASTORAL TEAM
Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM
Parish Priest

Fr. Yusuf Bagh, OFM
Guardian

Fr. Desire Niyonkuru, OFM
Fr. Mariusz Linik, OFM

Ms. Kathleen Allen
Parish Secretary

Mr. Derek Hoddy

Pastoral Assistant

Parish Office
160 The Grove, Stratford
London, E15 INS

Office Hours
Monday - Friday
9:30am-3:00pm
Tel. No. 020 8534 1964

Email: stratford@friar.org
Website:
www.stfrancisassisistratford.com

SHEMA: LISTEN

Fourth Sunday of Lent
30th March 2025
READ First Reading: Joshua 5:9a, 10-12

Responsorial Psalm: Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21
Gospel Reading: Luke15:1-3, 11-32
The Israelites celebrate the Passover in remembrance of
God’s deed. Their sin and shame are taken away by God,
no longer to be called to mind. The Parable of the Prodigal
Son also highlights God’s forgiveness and merciful love.
REFLECT: There is a play on words in God’s message to
Joshua at Gilgal. God says he will remove the shame of the
people. But “Gilgal” means wheel, circle or something that
rolls. And so, literally, God says he will “roll away” the
people’s shame. It is a thing of the past, and now the
Israelites are to think only of their new life in the abundant
land of Canaan. The father in Jesus’ parable also quickly
rolls away the sin and shame of the younger son, forgetting
the past and rejoicing that he who was lost is found, and he
who was dead is now “come back to life” In lent we
acknowledge our shame so that God might roll it away in
Christ and give us new life. His Easter victory over sin and
death is clearly shown in the empty tomb and stone that
was rolled away.

RESPOND: Seek an opportunity to go to confession, the
Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Prayer: Lord grant me the grace to accept and embrace
who I am, even the darkest secret of my life and seek your
pardon and peace. Life in you and with you is what | truly
wish for everything I do.

Source: Bible Diary 2025, Claretian Publications Foundation, Inc, QC, Phil
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SCHEDULES
MASSES

SUNDAY

6:00pm (Saturday)
9:00 am

10:15 am

12:00 noon

4:30 pm Ukrainian

MONDAY-FRIDAY
at 12:15 pm

Novena to St. Anthony
After Tuesday’s Mass.
Wednesday:-

6:30pm Rosary.

7pm — Mass.

Friday - Stations of the
Cross (during Lent)
7.00pm followed by
Holy Mass.

SATURDAY

9:40 am Morning Prayer
10:00 am Mass
10:30-11:30 am

Holy Hour - Reconciliation
5:00 - 5:45 pm
Reconciliation/Confession

PRAYER-MASS INTENTIONS - FROM MONDAY 31st MARCH 2025 - SUNDAY 6th April 2025

Prayer is our life and our life finds meaning in praying for each other. St. Francis said, we should turn our life into prayer.

Mon 31st Mar 12:15pm (F) + Julienne De Nedeivos Sat 5th April 10:00am — People of the Parish
& (F) + Coco Eugenile Sampe 6:00pm (M) SI David Cabral,
Tues 1st April 12:15pm (F) SI - Elsa (M) SI — Dean Cabral,
Wed 2nd April 12:15pm + (F) - Breeda Shaw (F) SI - Crystal Cabral
7:00pm GH - Pope Francis
Thur 3rd April 12:15pm + (M) Jose Lory Locsin Sun 6th April 9:00am (M) + Sean Joyce
Fri 4th April 12:15pm (F) Sl - Laura 10:15am FMU

12noon (M) +Jose Anisto, (F) +Marta,
(M) + Felix, (M) + German, (M) Ruben &
(M) + Diosdado Felix.




STATIONS OF

THE CROSS
in the CHURCH
every Friday during Lent at 7pm,
followed by Holy Mass

NMOTHERING SUNDAY
30th 2025

We wish all Mothers a peaceful and 3 3
holy day. God bless you all.

THE REPOSITORY will be open after all
Sunday Masses on 30th March 2025.
CASH ONLY PLEASE.

GIFT AID ENVELOPES 2025/2026
2025/26 Gift Aid envelopes available at the back of
the church from Saturday 22 March. Please ensure
you take your correct number. If anyone would
like an Annual Tax Statement of what they have
paid, please email your request to the parish office.

TRAINING FOR ALTAR SERVERS:
There will be a 30-Minute training session for
Altar Servers in the Church on 30th March 2025
after 12pm Mass.

Sunday 29 June.
Seven of our Knights are being inaugurated at
- Aylesford on Sunday 29 June. The Parish will be

7

taking a coach to Aylesford at 9am to support them

and visit the wonderful Priory and grounds
Returning from Aylesford at 4.30 pm. Pick up and

drop off at the church. Seats will be £15 per
person. Tickets will be on sale from 5 April.

St Francis Annual Lb\i
Seaside Coach Trip. ‘A

This year the trip will take place

on Saturday 19 July and is to Aldeburgh in Suffolk.
Watch this space for price and booking
arrangements.

| Many thanks
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St Francis of Assisi
Digital Ministry:
Our Digital Ministry will be launched on Easter
Sunday.

We are inviting anyone willing to serve and
share one’s skills to help make celebration and
participatory. Sign up sheet is available at the

back of the Church, or, contact our Parish
Office.
Our First meeting will be on April 8th at 7pm at
the Friary Meeting Room.
Thank you, and see you soon!

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
OLYMPIC PARK

12TH APRIL 2025 AT 12 NOON.
For everyone who wishes to attend, we will all
meet outside the Aqua Centre, opposite
Sadlers Wells East Theatre. We would
appreciate your attending promptly at 12 noon.
Everyone is welcome!

IS GOD CALLING YOU TO
“RALTAR SERVE?»”?? We
welcome all who have had their First

A
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Holy Communion (ages 8 and above), to join the
Altar Servers ministry in our Church. Whether you
are a beginner, served previously, young or older,
you are welcome. We need you especially for the
Saturday Mass, so, if you wish to offer your service
to the Lord, please do! Either sign up or approach
Paula, or one of the Priests with you interest. We

offer training and support so you can serve with full
confidence and understanding, God bless you.

MARY?’S MEALS: Just a reminder —we
are still collecting any unwanted foreign coins and
money that is no longer legal tender for Mary’s
Meals for Children. Thank you to everyone who
has contributed so far, and for your continued
support.




