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A PARISH-COMMUNITY of PEACE MAKERS

A Fraternal and Hearty Welcome to the New Members of our Parish-Community
as well as to all our visiting sisters and brothers. We are Family!
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Office Hours
Monday - Friday
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Tel. No. 020 8534 1964
Email: stratford@friar.org
Website:
www.stfrancisassisistratford.com

SHEMA: LISTEN
Second Sunday of Lent

16tH March 2025:
READ First Reading: Gen. 15:5-12, 17-18
Responsorial Psalm: The Lord is my light and my salvation
Second Reading: Philippians 3:17-4:1
Gospel Reading: Luke 9:28b-36
God reveals his wonderful power at night as he receives
Abraham’s sacrifice in a blaze of flame and light. Jesus
reveals his divinity to his closest disciples on the mountain,
where his face with the glory of God and his clothes
become dazzling white.
REFLECT: God mostly communicates to us in whispers
and small signs. Yet, at times we are struck by a clear
message that gives us strength to carry on or gives us a sense
of what God wants of us. This might not be as dramatic as
the transfiguration of Abraham’s sacrifice, but in our doubt
or grief or confusion we see the light of God shining through
the darkness. These experiences often come in prayer, just
like Abraham or the disciples on the mountain. Abraham
was reassured by the experience to trust God’s promise. The
disciples are strengthened for the scandal of the cross. We,
too, are strengthened by God in prayer and through life
experiences to trust him and to serve him.

RESPOND: Act as God’s instrument, so that through your
action his light may shine for others to see.

Prayer: Lord in moment I am in distress and darkness, let
your light guide my life and brightens my day. May your will
be done in my plans and projects as well.

Source: Bible Diary 2025, Claretian Publications Foundation, Inc, QC,
Phil.

SCHEDULES
MASSES

SUNDAY

6:00pm (Saturday)
9:00 am

10:15 am

12:00 noon

4:30 pm Ukrainian

MONDAY-FRIDAY
at 12:15 PM

Novena to St. Anthony

After Tuesday’s Mass.

Wednesday:-

6:30pm Rosary.

7pm — Mass.

SATURDAY

9:40 am Morning Prayer
10:00 am Mass
10:30-11:30 am

Holy Hour - Reconciliation
5:00 - 5:45 pm

Reconciliation/Confession

PRAYER-MASS INTENTIONS - FROM MONDAY 17TH MARCH 2025 - SUNDAY Z3SRD WIARCH 2025

Prayer is our life and our life finds meaning in praying for each other. St. Francis said, we should turn our life into prayer.
Mon 17thMar 12:15 SI-Elsa Sat 22nd Mar 10:00am PEOPLE OF THE PARISH
Tues 18th Mar 12:15 Meiko Moyle 6:00pm Margarita Casinas &
Wed 19th Mar 12:15 + Luciano BD-Bernard Markey
7:00pm SR-Pope Francis 9:00 BD - Lorraine Byrne
12:15 Nestoria Galo 10:15 + Carl Nagaitis

12:15 SI- Laura 12 noon TG-St Anthony & St Jude

Sun 23rd Mar
Thur 20th Mar
Fri 21st Mar




STATIONS OF

THE CROSS
in the CHURCH
every Friday during Lent at

7pm,
followed by Holy Mass

THE REPOSITORY

Will be open after all Masses on Sunday 16th
March 2025. CASH ONLY PLEASE. Thankyoul

The parish needs X
volunteers to help with ¢ | K”I*&‘
the flower arrangin B e .
which is done either on Friday iy
or Saturday mornings. No
experience is necessary, but enthusiasm,
team spirit and commitment to serving the
Parish Church is essential. We are hoping to
create a 3-4 week rota. If you are interested
please leave your contact details with the
parish office and the team will get in touch.

Altar Flowers

What is

Lent? Lentisa
time of reflection
NG e PRAY FAST GIVE
leading up to the

celebration of Easter. It lasts for 40 days from
Ash Wednesday to Holy Saturday (not including
Sundays). The practice is based on Jesus’ 40
days in the desert where he fasted, prayed and
had to face temptation (Luke 4: 1-13).

Many people think of it as a time to ‘give
something up’, but actually it is an opportunity
to make important changes in our lives. We can
spend the time thinking about how we live,
whether we have got our priorities right, saying
sorry for the things we have done wrong, and
preparing to live in a better way. Then we will
be ready for the great celebration of Easter.

During Lent, Christians are asked to pray, to
fast and to share what they have with people
who are poor (almsgiving). In this way they re-
connect with God, with themselves, and with
their neighbours.

MARY’S MEALS
“Pilgrims of Hope”
Jubilee.

During this Year of Jubilee,
Mary’s Meals continue their
simple mission to provide
hope through serving daily meals to hungry
children in their place of education. Mary’s
Meals is named after Mary, the mother of
Jesus, who brought up her own child in
poverty. Mary’s Meals consists of, respect, and
reaches out to people of all faiths, and those of
no faith. In doing so, they invite everyone to be
part of their beautiful work by letting St Francis
Church have any foreign coins, old £1 coins and
old 50p coins you may have at home that you
no longer require, whereby Marys Meals can
use the coins to allow them to continue their
work. There are envelopes at the back of the
Church (one per family please), to put the coins
in and return them to the Parish Office or the
Collection Plate on Sunday. Otherwise, put the
coins in an envelope marked “Marys Meals”
and drop them in to Kathleen at the Parish
Office. Thank you.

Youth Mass Sunday 16th March at

12:00. _Please join us for the first of many more
at 12:00pm Mass. Young people are encouraged to
attend this Mass and bring a friend. There will be a
gathering after Mass for fellowship, games, and
prayer, accompanied by talks to share our vision
for youth ministry in St Francis. Parents and
guardians of children under 13 are welcome to stay
in the Small Hall.




