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Expensive Watch Thefts
We are aware of a gang of pickpockets working
across the South East of England, who are
targeting men wearing expensive wrist watches.
Since April 2021, there have been 11 reported
thefts of Rolex watches, taken from the wrists of
male victims within Essex.
The watches have varied in value between £4,000
& £24,000 and were stolen in public places, either
roads or store carparks.
The thefts took place in broad daylight and in each
case, the pickpocket was either a single female or
2 females working together. They were described
as aged about 25yrs and of Mediterranean or
Eastern European appearance.

Methods
There appear to be 2 distinct
committing these crimes.

methods
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1. the suspect or suspects hang around in the
carpark of a store with a clipboard. They then
approach the victim and badger them to sign a
petition. At some point during this interaction, the
suspect steals the victims watch.
2. either one or two females approach the victim on
some pretext , such as asking for directions. The
female or females then hug the victim and try to kiss
him. It is then during this distraction that the watch
gets stolen.

How to report possible offences,
concerns or to give information?
If you are a victim of, or have any information about
watch thefts, please report this via one of the below
methods.
If possible please try and obtain a photo of the
suspects & their vehicle index numbers.
Essex Police via 999 for offences being committed
at that time or via 101 or online at
www.essex.police.uk
CrimeStoppers in order to give information
anonymously — 0800 555 111
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